PRESS NOTE

HR & CE STATE LEVEL EXPERT COMMITTEE MEMBER
ARRESTED FOR DEMAND AND RECEIVING BRIBE FOR TEMPLE
RENOVATION WORK

The complainant Pitchumani Iyengar, Administrative trustee,
Sri.Prasanna Venkatachalapathy Perumal Temple at Gunaseelam,
Trichy approached Vigilance & Anti—-Corruption, Trichy Detachment
stating that the Reconstruction work of Mahadwaram & Renovation
work of Praharadwaram, Garudamandapam & Thirumathilsuvar
works were pending for the last 12 years in the temple. Hence a
State Level Expert Committee inspected the temple on different
dates. On 12.10.2022, the complainant Tr.Pitchumani met one of
the State Level Expert Committee Member Tmt.Moortheeswari,
(Superintendent, (Retd.)., Archaeologist Department) at the office of
the Gunaseelam temple and enquired about the inspection report to
be submitted for the above said temple works. At that time,
Tmt.Moortheeswari, demanded Rs.10 lakhs, as bribe for processing
& recommending to issue of the Inspection Report of committee
members for the proposed temple works. At the request of the
complainant, she reduced the bribe amount to Rs.5 lakhs &
instructed the complainant to give Rs.1 lakh as advance, when she
comes to trichy on 17.10.2022. In this connection a case was
registered and a trap was organized yesterday 17.10.2022.

Yesterday on 17.10.2022 at 20.00 Hrs., a trap was laid against
the Accused Tmt.Moortheeswari, D/o Kuppusamy, Archaeological
Expert, State Level Expert Committee Member of HR&CE Dept.,
Chennai, and was arrested when she received the bribe money
Rs.1 lakh. The bribe money was recovered. During search of her
car, Rs.5 Lakhs unaccounted money was seized from her car TATA
NEXON (TN94C2436). The accused was arrested.
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